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WARNING: We will be discussing racism. 

You may find yourself uncomfortable. 
Don’t panic. Sit with your discomfort 

and try to understand it. 





“Seeing White” - A Summary

Race is a social construct, not a biological one. 

“Focusing on power is essential to understanding 
whiteness.” 

Multiculturalism is not enough - we are *not* “equal 
but different”



“Seeing White” - A Summary
…a black woman asked a white woman, “When you 
wake up in the morning and look in the mirror, what 
do you see?”  
The white woman responded, “I see a woman.” 
“That’s precisely the problem,’ responded the black 
woman. ‘I see a black woman. To me, race is visible 
every day, because race is how I am not privileged in 
our culture. Race is invisible to you, because it’s how 
you are privileged. It’s why there will always be 
differences in our experience.’” 

Michael Kimmel in “Seeing Race” 



What is racism?

the belief that all members of each race possess 
characteristics or abilities specific to that race, 
especially so as to distinguish it as inferior or 

superior to another race or races.



What about 
institutional racism?

by Stokely Carmichael and Charles V. Hamilton in the 60s

“Institutional racism is distinguished from racial bigotry 
by the existence of institutional systemic policies, 

practices and economic and political structures which 
place minority racial and ethnic groups at a disadvantage 

in relation to an institution’s racial or ethnic majority.”

Wikipedia, “Institutional Racism”





Institutional Racism - 
Housing

http://www.pbs.org/race/006_WhereRaceLives/006_00-
home.htm

In the 1930s & 1940s the US experiences housing boom 
(encouraged by subsidized low cost federal loans) 
The national appraisal system used builds in racism - 
property value is assessed including race and other 
racially linked indicators. 

Between 1934 - 1962 <2% of these low cost loans went 
to families of color (totally $120 billion property value).



The Parable of the Polygons

http://ncase.me/polygons/
based on Schelling 1971 “Dynamic Models of Segregation”



http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/08/30/black-incomes-are-up-
but-wealth-isnt/

http://iasp.brandeis.edu/pdfs/
Author/shapiro-thomas-m/

racialwealthgapbrief.pdf

“Equal achivements, such as 
income gains, yield unequal 
wealth rewards for whites 
and African-Americans.”

Institute on Assets & Social Policy 
Shapiro, Meschede, Osoro 2/2013

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/08/30/black-incomes-are-up-but-wealth-isnt/
http://iasp.brandeis.edu/pdfs/Author/shapiro-thomas-m/racialwealthgapbrief.pdf


by Jamie Kapp, via http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/09/white-privilege-explained/

http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/09/white-privilege-explained/




http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/

Also known as implicit social cognition, implicit 
bias refers to the attitudes or stereotypes that 
affect our understanding, actions, and decisions in 
an unconscious manner.  These biases, which 
encompass both favorable and unfavorable 
assessments, are activated involuntarily and 
without an individual’s awareness or intentional 
control…implicit biases are not accessible through 
introspection.

Implicit Bias

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/


Take the “Implicit Bias” test(s)
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/

Implicit biases are pervasive.  Everyone possesses 
them, even people with avowed commitments to 
impartiality such as judges. 

Implicit biases are malleable.  Our brains are 
incredibly complex, and the implicit associations that 
we have formed can be gradually unlearned through a 
variety of debiasing techniques.

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/


“The Clark Doll Test”

Mamie & Kenneth Clark  1939/1940

https://youtu.be/tkpUyB2xgTM

Video removed for PDF - see link

https://youtu.be/tkpUyB2xgTM


“The Clark Doll Test”

Mamie & Kenneth Clark  1939/1940

The original experiment compared students in a 
segregated school in DC with students in an integrated 
school in NYC.  

The researchers were trying to find a way to measure self 
worth & self esteem in children. (Initially ages 6-9)

The results were used as part of Brown v Board of 
Education in 1954 to demonstrate the damage of 

segregation.

In 2005, Kiri Davis during her filming of “A Girl Like Me” 
did this test again, getting similar results.



University of North Georgia (UNG) 
Continuing Education Catalog Spring 2015

“We are aware of the reaction to the image you noted. After looking 
into the issue, we determined that this is an isolated case of poor 

judgement.” 
Kate Maine, Associate Vice President of University Relations

http://getschooled.blog.ajc.com/2015/03/18/white-guys-win-again-was-this-college-catalog-cover-the-loser/

http://getschooled.blog.ajc.com/2015/03/18/white-guys-win-again-was-this-college-catalog-cover-the-loser/


“never 
trust anyone 
who says 
they do not see color. 
this means 
to them, 
you are invisible.” 

Nayyirah Waheed, “Salt”

But I’m colorblind!



Playing the game on “easy”
John Scalzi

http://whatever.scalzi.com/2012/05/15/straight-white-male-the-lowest-difficulty-setting-
there-is/

“You can lose playing on the lowest difficulty setting. 
The lowest difficulty setting is still the easiest setting 

to win on.”

http://whatever.scalzi.com/2012/05/15/straight-white-male-the-lowest-difficulty-setting-there-is/


Can you be a “passive” anti-racist?

(…..No.)



“The Angry Eye”
Jane Elliott

http://www.janeelliott.com/

https://youtu.be/-pv8mCHbOrs

Video removed for PDF. See link below.

https://youtu.be/-pv8mCHbOrs


Pre-school to Prison Pipeline

http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/538/is-this-working

NPR covered this, esp. relevant to Texas: 

http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/538/is-this-working




How can we (start to) fix it?

When you have privilege, use it for good. 

Elevate the voices of the less privileged. Don’t answer 
for them, listen and amplify. 

Work to educate yourself - It isn’t up to people of color 
to update your learning on topics. 

Educate YOUR in-group. 

When you screw up, own it, apologize, learn, and 
improve.



What about TMT/Mauna 
Kea?









Colonialism doesn’t matter 
*now*….

“Under colonization from 1832 to 1872, the Hawaiian 
Islands lost two-thirds (68%) of its population” 
- Seeing White

Augusto Pinochet was the dictator of Chile from 1973 - 
1990 following a US backed coup on September 11th, 

1973. The 4m Blanco telescope finished construction in 
1974. 



Pitfalls of the New Ally

https://www.flickr.com/photos/22789525@N00/sets/72157616944737345/with/
3571777191/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/22789525@N00/sets/72157616944737345/with/3571777191/

