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Experience with Astrobites
+

Rambling on science communication



Let’s think back in time







Astrobites: Digestible astronomy research
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The Astrobites Philosophy

• Educational resource for 
undergrads (and grad 
students, scientists, public…)

• Professional development 
for grads

• Model for scientific writing 
collaboration

2016 survey
232 responses



Publishing achievements – first 7 years

• 1800+ daily paper summaries
• 200 career navigation and personal experience posts
• > 40 undergraduate research projects highlighted
• ~3 million pageviews since inception
• 4000+ active weekly readers



Personal achievement



Being the AAS media intern

• In charge of live-blogging

• Assist press conferences

• Making connections

• Making connections

• Making connections



American Journal of Physics Paper

• Incorporating current 
research into formal higher 
education settings using 
Astrobites

• arXiv: 1706.01165



Lesson types overview
1. Reading Assignment (early undergraduate)

- Student task: read astrobite(s) and respond

- Objectives: subject comprehension; intro to research literature

2. Research Project (late undergraduate)

- Student task: research an astronomy topic of interest via astrobites

- Objectives: independent topical research; synthesis; interpretation

3. Write an Astrobite (advanced undergraduate/graduate)

- Student task: write a summary article based on a journal paper

- Objectives: high-level comprehension; composition; communication



Rambling on science 
communication 



Let’s play a game



Get in groups of 2
One of you step outside for 30 sec



Only you hear the melody in your head



Only you hear the melody in your head

You even wrote the song





To express rather than to impress



• Annual workshop for grads, 100% free

• June 14 – 16, 2018

• Application deadline: March 1, 2018

• Extremely hard to get in (50 out of 1000+)

• Panel discussion + hands-on workshop + networking 
(students, journalists, authors, policy people)







Career as a science writer



Questions?


