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The crown callers



A Website???





Happy website hour

Hi Jim, 
 
Giving you my feedback on this is easy:  The old homepage 
was MUCH BETTER! The new one is dark and harder to read 
and less classy looking. The old one was a refreshingly 
original look, easy to read, bright and cheerful, and not 
like every other Astronomy Dept. Homepage. Bring it back, 
plee-ee-ee-ase! It was NOT broken before, so why try to 
"FIX" it?  
 
Cheers,  
Paul

Friends, 

You may have noticed the dramatically changed homepage 
for nasa.gov. We've had a long standing request for a 
website that is much leaner and I think this is a step in the 
right direction. 

We're interested in your feedback so feel free to send 
comments, and pleeeee-eeeee-ease don't forget to reply 
all to the entire astronomical community. We've already 
had some very positive feedback, and one complaint saying 
that it looks like every other government website these 
days (ickk!). We will be holding a meeting to discuss these 
issues at Crown, so come by at 5:00! 

JMNRAS

https://web.archive.org/web/20130918055316/http:/www.as.utexas.edu/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130930011909/http:/www.as.utexas.edu/
https://web.archive.org/web/20131008164420/http:/notice.usa.gov/


Happy Trivia Hour
Greetings Geeks and Geekettes, 
 
For this "frosty" morning (chuckle from the mid-west 
girl) here is a 
trivia quiz to get your brain cells working... 
 
How well do you know the Edmonds Lounge portrait?  
 
1. How many people are in the picture? 
 
2. How many people have pens on their person?  
 
3. What common office item is on the desk? 
 
4. What non-office item is Dr. de Vaucouleur holding? 
 
5. What is the title of the book on the top of the 
bookshelf?

How did you do...? 
Number Correct 
 
0 - Did anyone tell you there are free cookies daily at 3pm? 
 Get out of 
your office once and awhile.  Your computer will still be 
there at 
3:30...cookies will not be. 
 
1-2 - You are a regular attendee of cookie time but, you have 
occasionally found the conversation boring causing your mind 
to wander 
about the room. 
 
3-4 - You are a daily attendee of cookie time and have 
wondered if that 
picture was staged or were they really talking about 
something important 
when someone with a camera walked by. 
 
5 - Seriously?  Even the book one?  You spend way too much 
time in the 
department.  You need to get out of RLM and over to the C&A!  
 
Answers to the quiz to be given at cookie time.  :)  
 
A&A 
with special thanks to Ross





Happy Typo Hour
Deer colleagues, 
 
As we're sure your aware, today and tomorrow our first 
set of prospective grad students are visiting the 
Department. Due to scheduling conflicts tomorrow, we 
invite you too join us for a special happy hour at 4:30 
today. At the Clown & Anchor pub we can discuss the 
Department's strengths, such as the Bobby Eberly 
Telescope, the Giant Megellan Telescope, TALC, and 
mandatory use of speel check software. In light of 
several recent embarassing incidents (some more 
eggregious than others), please double-check your 
spelling before replying all too the entire department.  
 
Come welcome are prospectives to the University of Texas 
at Baustin. What starts here charges the world. 
 
KMNRS

http://www.collegebound.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/original.jpg


Happy Beard Hour

Greetings Crownigans, 

This past Wednesday, devoted Crownite Jacob 
Hummel successfully defended his dissertation 
and KMNRAS wishes him a hearty congratulations!!! 
As many of you already know, Jacob had been 
growing a “thesis beard” so as not to lose any of 
the hard-earned knowledge he had obtained over 
his tenure in Austin. Now that he is officially Dr. 
Hummel, KMNRAS is launching a new email feature 
called “Beard Drop” so that he can remember 
what it was like to be without that beard. See 
pictures below for examples from the beta test. 

Come to Crown at 5pm to celebrate the newly 
branded Dr. Hummel!  

KMNRAS



Happy Dr. Captain Exoplanet Hour
Greetings Crowneteers! 

This past Wednesday, the M in MNRAS, 
Marshall Johnson, successfully 
defended his dissertation. He 
continues on to a prize post-
doctoral fellowship at the Ohio 
State University this fall and we 
all wish him well. Marshall is a 
generous and active "Space Cadet" 
for Astronomy on Tap here in Austin, 
going by the apt moniker of Captain 
Exoplanet. NRAS has put together 
this little ditty (sung to the 
Captain Planet theme song - listen 
here if you've somehow forgotten 
it) to commemorate his promotion. 

Come to Crown at 5pm to drink some 
cider and celebrate with Dr. 
Johnson! 

MNRAS

Bill! 
Chris! 
Rob! 
Mike! 
Andrew! 
Heart! 

GO EXOPLANETS! 

By the UT Astronomy Department powers combined, 
Marshall Johnson is now Dr. Captain Exoplanet! 

Dr. Captain Exoplanet, he's our hero, 
Gonna take his diploma down to Ohio 
He's our powers magnified, 
Also writing witty Crown Calls on the side 

Dr. Captain Exoplanet, he's our hero, 
Using Doppler tomography to seek new info 
About systems with spin-orbits misaligned, 
Now planet migration processes cannot hide 

(The physical manifestation of Planet Migration 
Processes shouting) 
"You'll pay for this Dr. Captain Exoplanet!" 

We're the exoplaneteers, 
You can be one too! 
'Cause studying exoplanets is the thing to do, 
Observing and computing is the way, 
Hear what Dr. Captain Exoplanet has to say: 

"THE POWER IS YOURS!!"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMD-9zJnm3s


Happy Chirp Hour
Momentous news Crownigans!  
 
The LIGO collaboration announced their first detection of 
gravitational waves this week. The signal came from a 
binary black hole merger 3 billion light years away where 
3 solar masses worth of energy were lost to 
gravitational waves. To put this in perspective, this 
amount of energy is equivalent to 10^31 pints if converted 
directly into beer, which is enough to satisfy the current 
world beer consumption for 4x10^19 years—until well after 
all stars have burned out. 
 
KMNRAS is beginning its own gravitational wave experiment, 
the Baryonic Excitation for Energetic Recovery of 
Gravitational-waves Observatory (BEERGO), in an attempt 
to confirm LIGO’s ground-breaking results. We’ve already 
run simulations (attached) and are hopeful to observe 
the propagation of gravity waves in beer. 
 
Come to Crown at 5 to christen BEERGO’s first official run. 
 
KMNRAS


