
Why are things not getting better?
DAVID GUSZEJNOV



Question 1
In all low-income countries across the world 
today, how many girls finish primary school?

□   A: 20 percent

□   B: 40 percent
□   C: 60 percent
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Question 2
Where does the majority of the world 
population live?

□   A: Low-income countries

□   B: Middle-income countries
□   C: High-income countries
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Question 3
In the last 20 years, the proportion of the world 
population living in extreme poverty has …

□   A: almost doubled

□   B: remained more or less the same
□   C: almost halved

09/21/2018 DAVID GUSZEJNOV:  WHY ARE THINGS NOT GETTING BETTER? 4



Question 4
There are 2 billion children in the world today, 
aged 0 to 15 years old. How many children will 
there be in the year 2100, according to the 
United Nations?

□   A: 4 billion

□   B: 3 billion
□   C: 2 billion
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Question 5
Worldwide, 30-year-old men have spent 10 
years in school, on average. How many years 
have women of the same age spent in school?

□   A: 9 years

□   B: 6 years
□   C: 3 years
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Question 6
11. In 1996, tigers, giant pandas, and black 
rhinos were all listed as endangered. How many 
of these three species are more critically 
endangered today?

□   A: Two of them

□   B: One of them
□   C: None of them
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Answers

Let’s look at how well we did! 
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How well-informed are we?
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Book: Factfulness
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Giant Molecular Cloud (GMC)

Cores

Filaments

Written by Hans Rosling, 
professor of public health and 
general optimist.

Free for all college graduates in 
2018 (thanks to Bill Gates).

“The reasons why we are wrong 
about the world”



Why are we getting it wrong?
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Filaments

10 Instincts working against us



Gap Instinct
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Cores

Filaments

“Rich vs poor”, “Left vs Right”, “Us vs Them”…

We assume that countries/people can be assigned to 
distinct categories with no overlap



Gap Instinct
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This is what you are taught in school



Gap Instinct
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Filaments

This is what you are taught in school

But it is 50 years outdated!



Gap Instinct
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Straight Lines Instinct
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Straight Lines Instinct
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Straight Lines Instinct
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Income level



Straight Lines Instinct
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Cores

Filaments

Straight lines do exist though!



Negativity
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Cores

Bad news is always more dramatic, 
people pay attention more

Media will overinflate bad news and 
focus on them

People’s perception: 
“Things are worse than ever”



Negativity
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Cores

Most of us have a problem with saying 
“Things are better.”

It does not mean: “Nothing needs to be done”

Things can be better and bad at the same time



Blame
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Cores

“It is all bad because of X”
Common options for X:
• Media
• Rich/poor people
• Foreigners
• Religion Y

The world is complex, there are usually no 
villains, but we crave simplicity. 



Blame
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Cores

Example: Who is responsible for high drug prices?
• CEOs of Big Pharma, they make the decisions



Blame
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Cores

Example: Who is responsible for high drug prices?
• CEOs of Big Pharma, they make the decisions
• Board members of Big Pharma



Blame
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Cores

Example: Who is responsible for high drug prices?
• CEOs of Big Pharma, they make the decisions
• Board members of Big Pharma
• Stock holders of Big Pharma = often retirement funds

Who are they beholden to? Who is the villain?
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Blame
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Cores

We are looking for people/groups to blame when usually it is a 
problem with the system, for example:
• Media reports in hyperboles: because that is the only thing we 

listen to
• Politicians don’t fulfill their promises: because we elect the 

person who promises what we want even if it is unfeasible



Fear
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Cores

“There are so many disasters/terrorists etc.,
and there are more every year”

We are often afraid of things that have almost no chance of 
happening to us



Fear
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Cores

Sometimes the threat 
does increase, but not 
to us, and we still keep 

being afraid.



Destiny
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“Things will never get better in Africa/Middle East/… because of 
their culture/religion/….”

We believe that certain things determine the fate 
of people without ever checking if it is true.



Destiny
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Destiny
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Know your Instincts
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10 Instincts working against us



More about these
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www.gapminder.org
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