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Climate Change: 
A Deeper Look



This talk based on:

Check it out if  
you want more

$14 new on Amazon



Series of questions. This talk 
will look at some of them.



Logic of the Book:

Imagine you knew 
about the internet 
25 years early.

How valuable would that info be? 

How would you plan for the future?



Climate Change Will Impact:
Health

Economies 
Politics 

Resources 
Wealth 

Climate (duh) 
Wars 

Migrant Crises 
More…



What can we expect?

Disclaimer: Some of these 
effects are likely to be at least 

partially mitigated.



Humanity cannot avoid very serious 
climate impacts in the coming decades

Avoid 
worst impacts: 

All nations to 
carbon-free energy 
faster than currently 

scheduled 

<0 carbon 
emissions by 2100



Warming

• 1900-1970: +0.5 F 

• 1970-present: +1 F 

• 2100: +7.5 F 
(business as usual)



sea level rise as a function of time

1 ft by 2050 
>4-6 ft by 2100 with business as usual

Every decade after 2100, >1 ft  per decade!!  
(~0.08mm/day or 1mm every ~12 days) 



Impact 1: Sea Level Rise
Boston

Hull, MA



Hull, MA +6ft

Hundreds of  
people affected



$15 billion of  
coastal property 
at risk of flooding  
in next 15 years

2.7 million  
people affected



Florida +6ft

Even at +3 ft, 1/3 of 
southern Florida will swim. 

Storm surges and rising 
seas will cause property 
values to fall to nothing. 

Real estate will be 
uninsurable.



Osaka

5.2 
million 
people 
affected



Shanghai

17.5 
million 
people 
affected



Global migrant and real 
estate crises



Impact 2: Heat Waves



Heat Wave Probabilities

• Probability of extreme 
events boosted more 
than moderate events

P(extreme)

extremeness

50-fold increase today



2003 European Heatwave
70,000 died, 

mostly elderly, 
many in France. 

Culprit was lack of 
AC which is 
usually not 
needed. 

Many vulnerable 
populations 
worldwide



Impact 3: Deeper, more 
frequent, and longer droughts





Semi-arid climates will 
become desert



Dust bowl effects

SW US, SW Europe, 
and other hot, heavily 
populated and or 
heavily farmed land. 

Food and water 
shortages.



How to prepare:
• Save more money 

(e.g. soaring food 
prices) 

• Don’t plan to retire to 
US southwest, 
Mediterranean, or 
anywhere near the 
coast.



Where to consider living/ 
buying land

• Places with relatively 
abundant water and 
arable land 

• Real estate rush in 
coming decades 

• There are no regions 
that “win”, however.

northern midwest

northern europe



Land rush

• Nobody can say when 
people in US will start 
moving north, but it is 
certain to happen. 

• People who plan 
ahead will come out 
ahead

(Klondike Gold Rush)



The Upside
• Energy experts say even 

the strongest climate 
change action is now 
super cheap. 

• Makes fiscal sense to 
transition from fossil fuels 
to renewables. 

• Effects visible soon will 
change tunes of many 
deniers.



79% of Hawaiians believe. 
Rainfall decreased, but intensity increased



Things I didn’t fit in:
• Best and worst case scenarios 

• How to avoid the worst case scenarios 

• How renewables have become so cheap recently 

• Other dangerous climate effects 

• Positive (and negative?) feedback loops 

• Health impacts of climate change 

• Dozens of other things.  Buy the book!



Let’s go to crown
• ~550 ft above sea level 

• High temps :( 

• Has beer



Sources
• “Climate Change” by Joseph Romm 

• https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/activity/
graphing-sea-level-trends/ 

• https://www.businessinsider.com/miami-floods-
sea-level-rise-solutions-2018-4 

• https://www.theguardian.com/cities/ng-interactive/
2017/nov/03/three-degree-world-cities-drowned-
global-warming

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/ng-interactive/2017/nov/03/three-degree-world-cities-drowned-global-warming

