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Your Mom –YMH!

This is a Tit le Slide That 
Hopefully Isn’t Terrible 
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Don’t: Make “Your Mom” Jokes!

Unless the faculty aren’t around.!
!

(But seriously, opening with a joke 
isn’t bad. Only if you can pull it off.)!
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Do: Keep to Time!

People are coming into your talk 
with a limited attention span.!
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Do: Label/Explain Axes!

Labeling is always important.!
!

Explaining: (1) slows you down; 
and (2) is essential for a general 

audiences!
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Do: Dress Appropriately!

You are probably not a genius.  
Therefore, you’re not allowed to 

look like a slob.!
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Don’t: Number Slides!

You’re making me anxious.!
!

(At least don’t put the total.)!
!

That LaTeX stuff drives me crazy, 
too.  (Apologies to anyone here.)!
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Do: Put Your Name on All Slides!

Put it at the top.  Especially 
important at conferences.!
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Do: Make Your Citation Visible!

Did you make/publish the plot 
you’re showing?!

!
Put your name on it.  On the top.!
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Do: Give an Appropriate Introduction!

Specialist conference: Don’t tell 
me what a transiting planet is.!

!
Colloquium: Please remind me 

what you mean by “warm,” “hot” or 
“cold.”!



GSPS Seminar 2015 Feb Trent Dupuy (UT Austin) 

Don’t: Use Color Unnecessarily!

Color should be used with a 
purpose and consistently.!

!
(Don’t forget your color-blind 

brethren.)!
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Don’t: Use Titles Unnecessarily!

It is the default in PowerPoint, but 
seriously, not every slide needs a 

title.!
!

If your slide title is “Data Analysis” 
delete it.!
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Do: Use Reveals!

If you must show more than two 
lines on a plot, try to do it 

sequentially.!
!

Never(?) show more than 2 or 3 
important plots on one slide.!
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Don’t: Use Crappy Plots!

Yes, it may be canonical, but it 
may also be crappy.!

!
Use a cartoon if needed.!

!
Or make it yourself if it’s important.  

(Your future self will thank you.)!
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FIGURE 2. Mass-radius relationship from from the stellar to the planetary regime. The (black) solid
and short-dash lines correspond to models with solar composition, for two isochrones. The (blue) long-
dahs line corresponds to an object with a Z = 10% mass fraction of heavy elements (from [5]). The
observationally-determined values of Hat-P-2b and Corot-3b are indicated.

the observations do confirm the theroretical predictions, providing confidence in the
description of the internal physics characteristic of the cool, dense, partially degenerate
objects known as "substellar objects". A detailed composition of Hat-P-2b has been
derived in Baraffe et al.(2008) [5]. Models are shown in Fig. 2 for two different internal
compositions: one, with a solar abundance of heavy elements, corresponds to solar-
metallicity BDs,for two isochrones, whereas the other one, with a 5-times solar metal
enrichment, corresponds to massive gaseous planets. Assuming that (i) the theoretical
MRR is accurate, (ii) the observational error bars on the radius are reliable, the second
important result illustrated in Fig. 2 is that, given the age inferred for the system, ∼ 2-3
Gyr [3], Hat-P-2b is too dense to be a BD. This in turns shows that planets can form
up to at least 9 Jupiter masses, a result of prime importance for constraining models of
planet formation. Although such a mass is still compatible with planet formation models
based on the core-accretion scenario [37], an alternative possibility for the formation of
such high-mass, short-period planets is collisions between less massive planets (see §6
of [5]). Interestingly, although Corot-3b is compatible with this object being a BD with
solar composition, for the correct age of the system, ∼ 2 Gyr [23], one cannot exclude
this object to be a strongly inflated irradiated planet with a massive core. Work is under



GSPS Seminar 2015 Feb Trent Dupuy (UT Austin) 

Do: Rehearse!

Especially important for grad 
students.  I still do it.!

!
Critical to keeping on time.!
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Do: Sound Like You Care!

If you’re not interested in your talk, 
why should I be?!

!
But avoid saying things like “and 

this is so cool because...”!
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Do: Signal That You Are DONE!

This is very, very important!!
!

All you have to do is say “thanks.”!
!

Do not trail off!!!!


